A sibling-controlled study of intelligence and academic performance following Reye syndrome.
The authors compared the intellectual, cognitive and academic abilities of 22 survivors of Reye syndrome attending normal schools with the sibling nearest in age as control. The British Ability Scales, visual and verbal IQ, short-term memory scales and attainment tests were administered to all children. Reye syndrome children as a group differed significantly from the controls only on the basic number skills test. However, children with severe encephalopathy and those whose illness occurred in infancy had significant deficits on many of the tests. 18 children recovered without requiring 'additional educational provision'; the mean IQ of the 22 Reye syndrome children was 101. Nonetheless, these children's poor performance on the basic number skills test has important implications for teachers, and careful monitoring of future educational performance is essential.